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From the MRA President's Desk
BY KATHY 0PERHALL
atching the Golden Globe Award presentations this January, I was taken aback by how many
awards the movie The Social Network took: best drama, best actor, best original score, and
best screenplay. Clearly entering as the underdog (The King's Speech and The Fighter were the
proposed top contenders for the award), this movie focuses on the founding of the social networking website
Facebook. "Social networking" is the buzz phrase of the day, and the best drama of the year found a place in
the hearts and minds of the Hollywood Foreign Press. It conquered love, war, peace, and physical challenges.
It is clear that social media have found an important place in the hearts and minds of most Americans today.

W

Earlier in the week, I was struck by a TV commercial
promoting a new 4G iPhone. The statement that
continued to resonate in the commercial was, "The
average child spends 9 hours a day
with media." This ad encouraged
parents to make sure their children
had the best technology in hand to
keep up with the demands of the
techie generation!

requested. It is amazing what technology has done to
better our lives!!
As educators, we are in a difficult
position. NAEP scores and MEAP
results continue to show us that all
Michigan students are not at the top
of their game academically. Even
with NCLB, our students have not
made progress compared to their
global counterparts. Reading is competing with technology. Why would
students want to read a book if the
Internet can give them the information they need? Technology is hard to
compete with.

Look around you and you will see
evidence of a new generation of learners. Glued to the hands of an average
young person today is a Droid or
an iPhone 4, with on-going texting,
Twittering, Facebooking, on-line
games, and web-searching occurring.
Every phone is equipped with apps
to make life easier and more convenient. There are apps for everyone
and everything. There are new apps
being created as you read this.

Kelly Gallagher, in his book Readicide, talks about how reading is dying
in our schools and that electronic
entertainment is a contributing
factor. Recreational reading has
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been buried. Students would rather
Observe motorists driving in cars or
play an electronic game than read a
people walking through malls and stores; half the
book. Our children today are suffering from "literacy
time you don't know if they are carrying on a converdeficiency "and unfortunately, there is no pill or
vitamin to cure it.
sation with themselves or with a legitimate second
party. Ear buds and Microsoft SYNC programming
We are left with huge problems to address in the
make it possible for you to talk without holding a
classroom. The question seems to be: how can we
visible means of communication next to your ear.
use technology as a partner to reading and writing,
rather than as a replacement? Reading and technolI am all for 21 st century literacy and the technology
ogy shouldn't compete with each other. We need to
that accompanies it. Social media has made it posensure that they support each other.
sible for us to explore a multitude of resources that
trickle down to us daily. It allows us to communicate
What can we do as educators to narrow the gap
with fellow educators through Twitter, biogs, and
between social media and literacy and bring the joy
chat rooms. It also makes it possible for us to underof reading back into the classroom?
stand the media students are using daily so we can
• Attend a conference! Don't feel pressure to
make connections to their learning. The Internet has
be an active participant-just go and make
certainly made our lives easier. At the blink of an
a connection. See what the "experts" are
eye, one can "google" or "bing" and receive hundreds
saying about best practices and technology.
of hits that will provide information on the topic
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Be willing to experience something beyond
your comfort zone and learn something
new. If you haven't registered yet, go
to the Michigan Reading Association
website and become a part of the 2,500
educators in the state of Michigan that
make professional development food for the
academic soul! Pages of Tomorrow promises
not to disappoint, and with a heavy focus
on technology and 21st century learning
(from pre-school to adult learners), you'll
come away with new ideas on how to spark
the love of reading in you classroom as use
incorporate social media.

•

•

•
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Be willing to try out new strategies
and ideas in your classroom. Vary
your classroom instruction. Give students
a reason and purpose for learning. Make
the lessons applicable to their lives and
necessary for their future. Be willing to
differentiate instruction so that all children
will learn at a level that is comfortable
and appropriate for them. Allow students
to practice what they have learned. Van
Cliburn didn't become an accomplished
pianist by looking at a keyboard!
Give social media a try. If we don't
understand the social media our students
are using on a daily basis, this generation
will leave us behind. Don't be afraid to
say you don't know how to Twitter or use
Facebook. At least give it a try!!! There are
teacher blogs, books clubs, and chat rooms
that you can follow even if you don't feel
comfortable responding to questions and
comments. Your students can teach you
about technology. Don't be afraid to take
advantage of what they know. Education is
a two-way street; we learn from each other
every day!!

Read to your students every day. I can't
think of a better way to make children
excited about literacy than to share your

passion for reading with them. Prepare
your stories ahead of time. Assign voices
to the characters. Use the text to widen
background knowledge and increase
vocabulary. Crack open the book and take
time to enjoy the aroma of literacy! This
is something a Kindle, a Nook or a Sony
Reader can't do!

•

Form book clubs for students. Excellent
discussion evolves over a book students want
to read. Yes, want. Give them choice and let
children know it's okay not to like a story
and not want to finish reading the book.
How many times have you put something
down because the storyline just didn't appeal
to you and you couldn't get into the book.
Students of all ages are capable of having a
discussion about stories. With guidance and
practice from their teachers, this can become
an independent activity during guided
reading sessions.

•

Take advantage of the technology
pieces that accompany your core
academic programs. There are numerous
opportunities in the area of literacy and
math that publishing companies have
developed to support learning in the
classroom. Take a look at the programs
and use them in your classrooms to support
learning.

Don't be afraid to get out there and try something
new. Saying "I can't" or "I won't" might lead you to
miss out on something new, exciting, and amazing.
Be a part of the social media generation; use social
networking to bring students back to books.
Now I plan to spend the rest of my evening curled up
with my Kindle, a cup of tea, and my La-Z-Boy!! Life
just doesn't get any better!
Kathy Operhall
President
Michigan Reading Association
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